
   Salem Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, November 3, 2024, 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

  

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery                    Organist: Becky Reichard 

Flowers are given to the glory of God by Mark & Missy Zielke 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Prelude & Lighting the Candles 

 

Welcome and Prayer 

 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 127           561 

 

*Hymn:    Holy, Holy, Holy            70 

          

Prayer of Confession: Gracious God, so often we look at ourselves and our 

gifts and our talents and wonder what You would want us to do with them. 

We don't think that we have much to give. We think we must possess the 

greatest of talents and wealth to truly please and serve You. Help us bring our 

lives, just as they are, to You and receive Your gentle touch and healing 

grace. Help us remember that You have given us blessings to bring joy and 

service to others. We ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN. (Let us now have a 

moment of silence to offer our prayers of confession). 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Response          Glory Be to the Father            Inside Front Cover 

 

Joys & Concerns of the Church 

Prayers of the People 

 

Prayer Response  The Lord’s Prayer 

           

Scripture Readings  *Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17         240 

Mark 12:38-44                 924 

    Hebrews 9:24-28                  1094 

Time for Children 

 

 

 

*Hymn:                  The Old Rugged Cross                   113 

 

Sermon           “God’s Hand at Work In This World”    Rev. Thomas Emery 

 

*Apostle’s Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

*Offertory Prayer  

*Response            Praise God                     Inside Front Cover 

 

*Hymn:                            For All the Saints            508 v. 1,2&6 

 

Naming of the Saints:   
Wayne McMichael, Doug Smith, Ron Owens, Tressa Dicus, John Lloyd, Andy 
Francis, Dale Kuiesza. Adam Clark, Larry Miller, Nancy Shaffer, Travis Snyder, Ryan 
Adam, Owen Richard Morris, and Doris Price.      

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Congregational Response  Three Fold Amen            Inside Back Cover 

 

*Those who can are invited to stand. 

 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Financial Update: 

Needed Weekly:         $2,298.10                   Needed to Date:  $98,818.34 

Rec’d 2024-10-27:       $2,339.00              Rec’d to Date:      $98,697.69 
 

 



Sunday:         2024-11-03 All Saints Day Celebrated 
   9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Denise Pugh, Liz, & Kelly) 
 10:45 AM Adult Sunday School “Christian View of the Election”  
    Budget & Nomination information is due. 
   
Tuesday:        2024-11-05 
       7:30 AM  Men’s Bible Study meets at the Global Methodist Church at 

Crawford and Walnut Streets  
    4-7:00 PM Election Day Dinner at the Lions Club 
 
Thursday:       2024-11-07 
        Noon The Van Wert County Prayer Group meets at First Baptist 

Church, 13887 Jennings Rd., Van Wert, OH. 
   6:00 PM Kingdom Connection Academy fundraiser at Trinity Friends 
 
Sunday:       2024-11-10 Veterans Day 
      9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Jeff & Kelly Lloyd) 
   Copy of the Budget and List of Officers passed out. 
    
Announcements: Salem is collecting Offerings from the Heart for the Salvation Army. 
Each month, we collect different items, the November item is gravy packets (they have 
requested 600). The Van Wert County Thanksgiving Eve Service this year is at Trinity 
Global Church, Sunday, November 24th, at 6:00 PM.  
 
Paul Price and his family would like to thank everyone for prayers, the kind words, cards, 
food, and visits while they deal with the loss of Doris.   
 
Pastor Tom has free tickets (while they last) for the Kingdom Connection Academy 
Christian school forming at Trinity Friends Church; the 6:00 to 8 PM dinner is also a silent 
auction fundraiser meant to inform the community about this new Christian school and to 
raise money for its startup expenses. Tuition and transportation may be free for some. 
 
The Shoebox Project—For the last 30 years, shoeboxes have been collected, filled with 
gifts, and delivered to children in need around the world. Please plan to fill a shoebox and 
give hope and joy to a precious child. Pamphlets and shoeboxes are in the prayer room. The 
collection day is Sunday, November 10. 
 
Please take photos and contribute recipes, thoughts, and ideas for the newsletter. Submit 
them to secretary@salemchurch.cc and pastortomemery@live.com.  
 
Upcoming Birthdays   
5th Carla Breese    5th Missy Zielke  10th Lucas Mullenhour 
11th Sarah Kimmet  12th Catie Brayton (Emery)   
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Prayer Concerns:                                

Charles Boroff (heart issue)                                      
Dave Burnett (heart issues) 
Tom Burnett (recovering from an accident)  
Pastor Tom Emery (long COVID healing) 
Marjorie Eutsler 
Millie Fletcher 
Ellen Friesner                           
Shana Fryer                          
Stephanie Gamble (eye issues)     
Jane Harter     
Sheryl Hefner (cancer)   
Carla Hillabrand (medical issues) sister to Nancy Breese                                           
Jerry & Elizabeth Holscher  
Jim Lloyd (at Van Wert Manor for heart & foot issues)                                                                      
David Morris (Zeb) 
Tim Morris 
Bev Place (cancer) 
Patti Poling (pancreatic cancer) 
Paul Price 
Denise Pugh 
Ann Rees (in Van Wert Hearth & Home) 
Evelyn Schwartz 
Marilyn Stockton (heart issues) 
The area Nursing Homes and their residents 
 
Serving Our Country:  
Dillon Ellerbrock (U.S. Marines) 
Corbin Evans (U.S. Marine Corps) 
Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard) 
Butch Eutsler (U.S. Army)    

Madison Pugh (U.S. Coast Guard)  
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Rev. Thomas Emery 

“God’s Hand at Work In This World” Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 

Salem Presbyterian Church 

November 3, 2024 

 

Thanks in part to Naomi, Ruth finally gets to Bethlehem, and the most remarkable part of 

this story is yet to be told.  Ruth, by a strange set of circumstances, meets a man named 

Boaz. Ruth marries Boaz, and they have a son. Their actions symbolically impress our 

minds that God is ever expanding our boundaries. The son's name is Obed: "Obed " 

means "servant of God; worshipper.”  This son, born of a non-Israelite Moab woman, is 

to become the grandfather of King David of Israel. Thus, through the twisting and turning 

of providence, Ruth, a foreign Moabite woman, is in the bloodline, the genealogy, 

leading up to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. 
 

TEACHING POINTS 

 

POINT ONE—In fact, the only way to see God's work in the world is with hindsight, as we 

see in Ruth. This story tells us that God's way of doing things is often hidden. 

POINT TWO – Those who take refuge in Him find a new identity as children of God (John 

1:12) and a new home as citizens of the eternal kingdom of God (Matt. 19:28–30; Rom. 

14:17). 

POINT THREE – God has given us this ministry of reconciliation. 

THIS WEEK’S KEY PASSAGE 

 

Then the women of the town said to Naomi, “Praise the LORD, who has now provided a 

redeemer for your family! May this child be famous in Israel (Ruth 4:14 NLT). 

 

ACTION POINT 

 

Non-Israelite Ruth was included in Jesus' genealogy, symbolically showing the 

universality of God's love and grace. Jesus is not the private possession of any one person 

or culture. The apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:18 that God "has given us this 

ministry of reconciliation." The outstretching of our hands to our brothers and sisters in 

Christ will, of necessity, cross over every human barrier and obstacle. With that 

statement, why not reach out to everyone you meet and offer Christ to this hurting world? 
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