
Salem Presbyterian Church      
Sunday, May 24th, 2020, 7th Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery                    Organist: Dave Van Tilburg 

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Marilyn Foust 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Candles  

 

Welcome and recognition of veterans 

*Pledge of Allegiance to the Cross - I pledge allegiance to the cross of my 

Lord, Jesus Christ, and to the faith for which it stands, one Savior, eternal 

with mercy and grace for all. Amen.  

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag  

Prayer 

 

*Hymn:    Battle Hymn of the Republic Handout               530 

Call to Worship        Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Handout       518 

 

Prayer of Confession: Almighty God, You poured Your Spirit upon gathered 

disciples creating bold tongues, open ears, and a new community of faith. 

We confess that we hold back the force of Your Spirit among us. We do 

not listen for Your Word of grace, speak the Good News of Your love, or 

live as a people made one in Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Transform 

our timid lives by the power of Your Spirit; fill us with a flaming desire to be 

Your faithful people, doing Your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  (Let us now have a 

moment of silence to offer our personal prayers of confession). 

Assurance of Pardon 

Response          Glory Be to the Father           Inside Front Cover 

 

Joys & Concerns of the Church 

Prayers of the People 

 

Prayer Response  The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Special Music                                       Sheila Collins 

 

Scripture Readings John 17:1-14        985 

    *Acts 1:6-11          991 

    1 Peter 4:12-14      1106 

 

Time for Children 

 

*Hymn:   Faith of Our Fathers Handout        183 

 

Sermon:             “Purpose Driven”              Rev. Thomas Emery 

 

*Apostle’s Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 

Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

Offertory - Our tithes and offerings will be taken in the back of the church 

*Response   Praise God                               Inside Front Cover 

*Prayer of Dedication       

 

*Hymn             Deemster Handout                       Welsh Hymnal, 29 

*Taking the Light into the World   

 

*Charge and Benediction 

*Congregational Response  Three Fold Amen           Inside Back Cover 

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Financial Update: 

Needed Weekly: $1988.78  Needed to Date: $39,775.57  

Rec’d 05-17-20: $2,098.83  Rec’d to Date:   $45,471.61  



Sunday:         05-24-2020 

   9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Dave & Carla Breese) 

   Recognize Veterans 

 10:45 AM Adult Sunday School 

 

Tuesday:         05-26-2020 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday:         05-31-2020 

    9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Bob & Kathy McCollow) 

   Baptism / Confirmation Class / Communion 

   Pentecost Offering to local charities 

     10:45 AM Adult Sunday School 

 
Announcements: 

 

Unfortunately, because of the Coronavirus regulations, we are not able to have the 

Memorial Day Ceremony in the park this month nor the Gymanfa Ganu for September. 

The  Ice Cream Social has been postponed; more details will be forthcoming. 

 

Our next Communion is scheduled for May 31, the Day of Pentecost. The Confirmation 

Class will also be presented to the Salem Congregation for Membership during the 

Service. A Baptism of Keaton Adkins will also take place. 

 

The Adult Sunday School is looking at our faith in a loving God. 

 

Please let us know if you are aware of high school or college graduates. We need photos 

and stories for the newsletter. Submit them to secretary@salemchurch.cc. 

 

Our Facebook pages are: “Salem Presbyterian Church Venedocia” for our Facebook 

Live Sermon posting, and the Group Page is “Salem United Presbyterian Church” for 

spiritual churchwide discussions. Our shortrange FM station is FM 87.9 for the 

Venedocia area. 

 

Upcoming Birthdays   

25th-Taylor Hoehn  June 2nd-Barb Owens  4th-Chad Pugh    

 

Upcoming Anniversaries   

June 2nd-Ron & Barb Owens 14th-Jeff & Kim Coil  17th-Bill & Elgarda McGee 
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Prayer Concerns: 

Connie Bassett (breast cancer)  

Kyle Baxter (brain cancer) 

Marilyn Beamer (stroke) 

Warren (Punkin) Burnett 

Barry Coil (stroke) 

Kathy Comer 

Amy Cunningham (Fibromyalgia)  

John Davis (stroke) 

Cathy Donnal (leg surgery) 

Kent DuCheney (surgery) 

Aiden Ellerbrock(injuries from a fall)  

Betty Ellis (rapidly failing health) 

Catie Emery (nightmares) 

Rod Eutsler (hip surgery) 

Stephanie Gamble (eye issues) 

Suzanne Hadley-Himes (cancer) 

Jane Harter 

Tim Huster (cancer) 

Connie Johnson (cancer) 

Jan Jones (health Issues) 

Paula Jones (healing from fall) 

Dale Kiesza (leg operation) 

Nancy Lautzenheiser 

      (colon cancer) 

   

 

   

Serving our Country: 

Phoebe Eutsler (U.S. Army) 

Micah Linger (U.S. Marine Corps 

Corey McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Lissey (cancer) 

Bob Louth, Jr. (prostate health) 

LuAnn (family issues) 

Carol Matthews(Lou Gehrig’s 

disease) 

Tom Menker (cancer) 

David Morris (Zeb) 

Marian Morris (failing health) 

Joan Poling 

Terry Profit (chemotherapy) 

Mallory Rentz (blood clot in brain) 

Marjorie Rhodes 

Derek Sellers (Muscular Dystrophy) 

Julie Sheets (lung cancer) 

Mary Strayer (cancer) 

Bruce Taylor (had a liver transplant) 

Martha Jean Evans Vasquez 

Mike Wolverton 
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Rev. Thomas Emery 

“Purpose Driven” Acts 1:6-14 
  Salem Presbyterian Church 

May 24, 2020 

 

In our passage in Acts, the Disciples watched as Jesus ascended into heaven. They probably 

wondered, “Our leader, our mentor, is gone; now what does the future hold for us without 

Jesus?” Like graduation, they were beginning a new phase, and the security of the past events 

is behind you, but the possibilities of the future are ahead. You have a void, but you can fill 

that void with unlimited potential with the Holy Spirit. Jesus was entrusting everything He 

had lived and died for to these Disciples. Their assignment was to be His witnesses. That is 

Christ’s plan for reconciling the world to Himself. We too are to be witnesses! Witnesses are 

people who have experienced Christ in their lives and are willing to share that experience 

with others who need Christ. The question we have to ponder is, “are we good witnesses?” 

 

TEACHING POINTS 

 

Point One – God gives us the power to proclaim Christ. 

 

Point Two – Jesus told us how to go. 

 

Point Three – Jesus tells us where to go. 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY PASSAGE 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 NLT). 

 

ACTION POINT 

 

A good witness needs, first of all, to be a credible person. There are few people we dislike 

more than hypocrites, people who publicly stand for one thing but are really something else. 

A good witness also needs to be caring. There is an old saying from Theodore Roosevelt, 

“No one cares how much you know until they know how much you care.” If that is true in 

the secular world, how much more is that true about those who represent Christ? “No one 

cares how much you know until they know how much you care.” Let us really love those 

around us so they can see the love of Christ through us.  
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 68:1-10 NLT 

1 Rise up, O God, and scatter your enemies. 
    Let those who hate God run for their lives. 
2 Blow them away like smoke. 
    Melt them like wax in a fire. 
    Let the wicked perish in the presence of God. 
3 But let the godly rejoice. 
    Let them be glad in God’s presence. 
    Let them be filled with joy. 
4 Sing praises to God and to his name! 
    Sing loud praises to him who rides the clouds.[a] 
His name is the LORD— 
    rejoice in his presence! 

5 Father to the fatherless, defender of widows— 
    this is God, whose dwelling is holy. 
6 God places the lonely in families; 
    he sets the prisoners free and gives them joy. 
But he makes the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 

7 O God, when you led your people out from Egypt, 
    when you marched through the dry wasteland, Interlude 
8 the earth trembled, and the heavens poured down rain 
    before you, the God of Sinai, 
    before God, the God of Israel. 
9 You sent abundant rain, O God, 
    to refresh the weary land. 
10 There your people finally settled, 
    and with a bountiful harvest, O God, 
    you provided for your needy people. 

32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth. 
    Sing praises to the Lord. Interlude 
33 Sing to the one who rides across the ancient heavens, 
    his mighty voice thundering from the sky. 
34 Tell everyone about God’s power. 
    His majesty shines down on Israel; 
    his strength is mighty in the heavens. 
35 God is awesome in his sanctuary. 
    The God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. 

Praise be to God! 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+68%3A1-10%2C+32-35&version=NLT#fen-NLT-14881a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+68%3A1-10%2C+32-35&version=NLT#fen-NLT-14881a

