Salem Presbyterian Church

Special Music

Sunday, March 17, 2019, 2nd Sunday in Lent

Time for Children

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery
Organist: LaDonna Allenbaugh
Flowers are given to the honor of God by Bill and Ruth Evans
Prelude & Lighting the Candles
Pastoral Welcome, Lent Play & Prayer
Call to Worship

Psalm 27

*Hymn

40 Cwm Rhondda

493
Welsh Hymnal

*Prayer of Confession: We hear the call to trust in God always, but honestly,
some days our stresses and doubts are even more real to us than God, and
trust is elusive. We remember how Abram dared to believe in God’s
promise. But belief like that is hard to come by. We are often inclined to
think, “God helps those who help themselves,” instead of daring to rely on
the word of our Creator. We forget the wisdom of scripture, which reminds
us that we find traces of evil both outside and inside of ourselves. With God’s
help, we confront our fears and struggles, and we call upon a power
greater than our own to resist their pull. Hear us, Holy One, as we confess
our frailty and failings in the Name of Jesus Christ. Amen. (Take a moment
of silent confession).
*Assurance of Pardon
*Response

Glory Be to the Father
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Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Luke 13:31-35
Philippians 3:17-4:1

*Hymn:

Now Thank We All Our God

18

Sermon

“The Promise and Knowing the Promiser”

Rev. Thomas Emery

*Apostle’s Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Catholic Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offertory – ushers will receive our tithes and offerings
*Response
Praise God
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*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn:

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

40

*Taking the Light into the World
*Charge and Benediction
*Congregational Response

Three Fold Amen
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*Those who can are invited to stand.

Joys & Concerns of the Church
Prayers of the People
Prayer Response
The Lord’s Prayer
Scripture Readings

Joyce Morris
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Financial Update:
Needed Weekly:
Rec’d 03-10-19

$1,945.26
$984.80

Needed to Date:
Rec’d to Date:

$19,452.60
$18,372.25

Sunday:
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
11:45 PM

03-17-2019 2nd Sunday in Lent
Worship (nursery with Eric & Jenny Pugh)
Sunday School
Session Meeting

Tuesday:
7:00 PM

03-17-2019
Women’s Bible Study

Sunday:
9:30 AM
10:45 AM

03-24-2019 3rd Sunday in Lent
Worship (nursery with Rex & Lisa Lloyd)
Sunday School

Announcements:
Today’s Adult Bible Study will continue to explore the first eleven chapters
of Genesis with the insight of the world’s latest scientific thought on creation
and evolution.
The Women’s Bible Study is this Tuesday, March 17, at 7 PM. We are going
through the Book of Matthew. All are welcome.
Senior Luncheon will be held on March 27th at noon.
Please take photos and contribute recipes, thoughts, and ideas for the
April newsletter. Submit them to secretary@salemchurch.cc or
PastorTomEmery@live.com.

Faith of Abraham
Salem Presbyterian Church
Venedocia, Ohio | March 17, 2019

Upcoming Birthdays
20th-Jonathon Morris
22nd-Toby Adkins
23rd-Joyce Profit

20th-Brian Owens
23rd-Josh Hoehn
28th-Ron Richards

P.O. Box 678, Venedocia, OH 45894 | 419-667-4142
www.SalemChurch.cc | secretary@salemchurch.cc

Prayer Concerns:
Kylee Ball (surgery)
Peggy Burnett
Jackie Coalson (COPD)
Amy Cunningham (Fibromyalgia)
Jim Davis (cancer)
Mark Davis
Aiden Ellerbrock (injuries from a fall)
Betty Ellis (rapidly failing health)
Doris Evans (cancer)
Daniel Fisher (rectal cancer)
Judy Foust
Suzanne Hadley-Himes (cancer)
Bill Harmon (cancer)
Jeff Hines (kidney transplant)
Bob Hundley (cancer)
Tim Huster (cancer)
Jan Jones (health Issues)
Paula Jones (healing from fall)
Kale (nightmares)
NancyLautzenheiser
(colon cancer)
Barbara Lewis (heart attack)
Linda Lissey (cancer)

Prayer Concerns:
Bob Louth
Becky Martz (health problems)
Carol Matthews(Lou Gehrig’s disease)
Sarah Miller (health issues)
Gwen Montez (surgery)
Marian Morris
Chance Mosier (shoulder surgery)
Kim Owens
Dorothea Plikerd
Joyce Profit
Mallory Rentz (blood clot in brain)
Marjorie Rhodes
Julie Sheets (lung cancer)
Shelly (vertigo)
Deb & Steve Sheppard (health issues)
Doug Smith (Jen Pugh’s dad)
Herb Summersett (prostrate cancer)
Kerry Walls
Doug Wierwille (cancer)
Natalie Wilkins (failing in health)
Noah Wyatt (brain surgery)
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Serving our Country:
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Phoebe Eutsler (U.S. Army)
Micah Linger (U.S. Marine Corps)
Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard
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Abraham (Abram) has a significant concern. He is still childless and resigned to that fact, for
he is prepared to designate his servant Eliezer as the heir to his estate (15:2). This procedure
reflects a custom in ancient Mesopotamia that says a childless father might adopt a servant and
name him as heir. God’s first words when He talks again to Abraham is the promise of a natural
heir (15:4), and then there is the promise of legions of descendants (15:5). This third time
Abraham received promises (12:1–7; 13:14–17) is sufficient evidence for Abraham. He
believes the Lord. He is willing now to stake his life on the reliability of the promises of his
Lord.
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POINT TWO – God’s Timing Is Not Our Timing.
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THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE
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And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted him as righteous because of his faith
(Genesis 15:6 NLT).
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Abraham attained righteousness through faith not because of what he did but what he refused
to do. Instead of controlling his life and destiny and taking God on his terms, he accepted God
on God’s terms and rested in the truth that God’s plan and the promise was paramount, even if
the timetable seemed uncertain. Abraham understood that hope is trusting that something will
be fulfilled according to the promises [of God] and not just according to our wishes. For
Abraham, God was more than a vehicle for a pledge. God was the Lord of his life. This is
evident in Abraham’s attitude and strength during his barren situation. When Abraham first
believed, his circumstances did not change immediately. Instead of waiting in protest, he
remained in hope. For Abraham, the question was no longer if or when, but how. Abraham
was now confident that God’s promise for him would be fulfilled. Why not likewise by faith
trust in the promises of God of abundant life on earth and of eternal life with Him?
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