Salem Presbyterian Church

Scripture Readings

Sunday, March 4th, 2018, 3rd Sunday in Lent
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery
Organist: LaDonna Allenbaugh
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Prelude
Lighting the Lenten Candles is Marah, the woman who washed Jesus’ feet
Welcome & Prayer
Call to Worship

Psalm 19

*Hymn:

Aberystwyth

488
Welsh Hymnal, 38

Prayer of Confession: With hearts of sorrow, we come before You, O
God, to confess what You already know— we have failed to keep Your
laws. Again and again, we have followed our own selfish will, rather than
Your holy and life-giving will for our lives. We have twisted Your decrees
and institutions to suit, our preconceptions and interests rather than Your
own. Forgive us, O God, and cleanse us from hidden faults, that the words
of our mouths, and the meditations of all our hearts, may be acceptable
to You, our Rock and our Redeemer. In Jesus' Name we pray. Amen. (Let
us now have a moment of silence to offer our personal prayers of
confession).
Assurance of Pardon
Response

Glory Be to the Father
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The Lord’s Prayer

St. David Talk
Special Music

65
967
1038

Time for Children
Hymn:
Sermon:

Sandon
“The Ten Commandments for Today”

Welsh Hymnal, 27
Rev. Thomas Emery

*The Ten Commandments: 1. We will not worship other gods. 2. We will not
make for ourselves an idol in the form of anything. 3. We will not misuse
the Name of the Lord our God. 4. We will remember the Sabbath day by
keeping it holy. 5. We will honor our father and our mother. 6. We will not
murder. 7. We will not commit adultery. 8. We will not steal. 9. We will not
give false testimony against our neighbor. 10. We will not covet our
neighbor's house, wife, or property. Amen.
Offertory – ushers will receive our tithes and offerings
*Response
Praise God
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*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn:

Diadem

Welsh Hymnal, 13

*Taking the Light into the World
*Charge and Benediction

Joys & Concerns of the Church
Prayers of the People
Prayer Response

*Exodus 20:1-17
John 2:13-22
1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Madison & Isaiah Pugh

*Congregational Response
Three Fold Amen
Inside Back Cover
*Those who are able are invited to stand.
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Financial Update:
Needed Weekly:
$1,927.00
Needed to Date:
$15,416.00
Rec’d 02-25-18:
$1,336.30
Rec’d to Date:
$10,508.55

Sunday:
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
7:00 PM
Sunday:
9:30 AM
7:00 PM

03-04-18
Worship (nursery with Jeff & Kim Coil)
Celebrate St. David’s Day
Sunday School
Lenten Pulpit exchange at Salem w/reception
03-11-18
Worship (nursery with Todd & Jayne Morris)
Guest speaker John Zerbe
Lenten exchange at First Baptist

Announcements:
St. David’s Day will be celebrated today. The reception will be in the evening with the
pulpit exchange.
Adult Sunday School topic is a discussion of the world acclaimed Alpha Class. We will
openly discuss our own questions and doubts about God and our own faith.
Tonight at 7 pm, we are continuing the Lenten Season Pulpit Exchange of the seven
Spencerville-area churches. We are hosting at Salem. Rev. Jim Fletcher, of First Baptist
Church is speaking. A light St. David meal reception to follow.
The Teens for Christ of youth from area churches meets on Tuesday at 7:00 pm at the
Spencerville Nazarene Church. If you need a ride, call Pastor Tom to carpool.
For the next two weeks, Pastor Tom will be taking the Presbyterian required study leave.
He will be out of town to study Reformed Theology with the Ligonier Ministry. In case of
emergencies, please call Pastor Tom; he has another ordained pastor who will be
available if needed in his absence.
The Women’s Bible Study will begin again on March 20 for 10 am and 7 pm. The Senior
Luncheon begins at noon March 28th.
We are bringing youth to the Lima-area Converge Conference at the Elida Fieldhouse
Friday April 6, 5 pm to Saturday April 7th, 10 pm. If your grade 7-12 youth would like to
attend, contact Pastor Tom or Carol to sign up. We also need adult chaperons.
Please take photos and contribute recipes, thoughts, and ideas for the April newsletter.
Submit them to secretary@salemchurch.cc.
Upcoming Birthdays
8th-John Morris

11th-Todd Morris
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Prayer Concerns:
Tim Adams (cancer)
Peggy Burnett
Aiden Ellerbrock (serious injuries from a fall)
Natalie Ellerbrock (Stacia Profit’s niece)
David Hugh Evans
Doris Evans (cancer)
Suzanne Hadley-Himes (recurrent cancer)
Bill Harmon (cancer)
Larry Howell
Linda Howell
Bob Hundley (cancer)
Tim Hurbert (cancer in lungs & pancreas-friend of Barb Good)
Jan Jones (health Issues)
Paula Jones (healing from fall)
Nancy Lautzenheiser (colon cancer - friend of Evelyn Martz)
Carol Lee
Bob Louth
Becky Martz (health problems)
Marian Morris
Ronnie Neate (throat cancer)
Kim Owens
Dorothea Plikerd
Walter Poling (heart attack & possible kidney failure)
Joyce Profit
Mallory Rentz (blood clot in brain)
Randy Richards (mowing accident)
Julie Sheets (lung cancer)
Bobbie Spyres
Thad Summersett (malignant brain tumor – grandson of Warren S.)
Natalie Wilkins (90 years old and failing in health)
Noah Wyatt (son of Stuart Wyatt)
Serving our Country:
Phoebe Eutsler (U.S. Army)
Micah Linger (U.S. Marine Corps)
Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard)
Pete McCollow (U.S. Marine Corps)
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When Jesus was asked which commandment was the most important, He affirmed two
fundamental values which the Law and the Prophets portrayed: “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength,”
and “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:28–34). The Decalogue (literally the “Ten
Words,” or the Ten Commandments) starts with “the Lord your God” (20:2) and finishes
with “your neighbor” (20:17). It stresses the importance of holding God first in your life,
then it would follow that we would treat our neighbor how we would want to be treated.
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First. God gave us the Ten Commandments to because we are fallen and needed them.
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Second. The Commandments defend us from ourselves.
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Third. The Commandments easily divide into three subjects. Our relationship with God is
the subject of the first three. Our relationship with ourselves is the subject of the fourth. Our
contact with each other is the subject of the last six.
.
THIS WEEK’S MEMORY PASSAGE
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Then God gave the people all these instructions:2 “I am the LORD your God, who rescued you
from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. 3 “You must not have any other god but me
(Exodus 20:1-3 NLT).
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Under God’s loving guidance, the Commandments provided a way for the freed slaves to
maintain order and to guarantee the benefits of their freedom. God highlighted their wrong
behavior. The behavior was wrong, because the moral law of the universe doesn’t work with
these violations. For instance, support of murder, committing adultery and stealing will break
society down. It doesn’t matter in what period of history; it’s always wrong to steal. It is
wrong whether we do it by shop-lifting or cheating on our income tax or failing to give our
boss a full day's work. Why not thank God for His wisdom and His care of us by giving us
these Commands to live by? Why not memorize them? Why not live by them?
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