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August 2014 
Revised Common Lectionary 

Year A 
 
8h Sunday after Pentecost—August 3  
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15  
Romans 9:1-5  
Matthew 14:13-21  
 
9th Sunday after Pentecost—August 10  
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b  
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33  
 
10th Sunday after Pentecost—August 17  
Genesis 45:1-15  
Psalm 133 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  
Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28  
 
11th Sunday after Pentecost—August 24  
Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124  
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20  
 
12th Sunday after Pentecost—August 31  
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c  
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28  
 
 

On Contentment 

 

So, you win at a board game; then what? You say, 
”Look at me; I’m a winner.” After that is said, you 
gather the pieces of the game and put them into the 
box. Game over! Then, the let down… 
 
Fuller Seminary theologian, Miroslav Volf, holds that 
there are two kinds of richness in life: “the richness of 
having” and “the richness of being.” Richness of having 
is an external circumstance. Richness of being is an 
inner experience.  
 
In this world, we usually focus on richness of having 
thinking that true happiness is there. The notion of 
“having” keeps popping up in our thoughts in this world: 
 

If only I could have my dream house or dream farm . . . 
If only I could have a higher salary or better position . . 
If only I could have a better car or tractor. . . 
If only I could have enough money for the ultimate 
vacation . . . 
 
While we seek richness of having, what we really want 
is richness of being. We 
scramble after richness of 
having, because we think it will 
produce a richness of being, but 
it does not. We want to be 
grateful, joyful, content, free 
from anxiety, and generous 
overflowing with the Fruit of the 
Spirit, but if we seek after the 
things of this world we end up empty inside. 
 
In the sense of “having,” we can become rich by long 
hours, shrewd investments, and a lot of luck. But, it is 
possible to have a barn full of money and a boatload of 
talent and movie star good looks and still be poor. 
Think on the dysfunctional Hollywood tabloid news. 
The bottomless pit of our desires will never be 
satisfied.  

 
No matter how much we have, we 
remain what Volf calls “not-enough 
people.” For not-enough people, 
there exists no lasting soul 
satisfaction. How about an ad that 
featured the tagline “Yesterday I 
didn’t know it existed; today I can’t 

live without it.” Isn’t this the culture’s disease of the not-
enough soul. 
 
On the other hand, we can have very little and yet be 
rich. A rich soul experiences life differently, as it 
experiences a sense of gratitude for what it has 
received, rather than resentment for what it hasn’t 
gotten. It faces the future with hope rather than anxiety. 
 
The apostle Paul discovered 
himself and noted that of Jesus 
“though he was rich, yet for 
[our] sakes he became poor.” 
Paul himself experienced 
richness of being. He became 
a “more-than enough” person. He found that whether 
he was living in luxury or living in prison, he had more 
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than enough, because he had been freed from the 
weary treadmill of having. 
 
Richness of being is always available. I can seek at 
any time, with God’s help, to be compassionate, 
generous, grateful, and joyful. And stuff can aid me in 
this. But, usually it will not mean seeking to accumulate 
more stuff.  
 
More stuff never makes us happy. You reach a point 
where you want to simplify your life. While richness of 
having usually means getting more stuff; richness of 
being is generally associated with giving more stuff. 
Jesus’ goal of “richness toward God” always involves 
richness of being. 

Source:  When the Game is Over, It All Goes Back in the 
Box John Ortberg 

 

Following the Will of God 

 
The will of God is the most valuable discovery you can 
make in your life. It’s like when Abraham Lincoln was 
rummaging around in an old barrel outside his store 
when he came across a couple of old books. They 
were Blackstone’s Commentaries. Lincoln read them 
and became a lawyer.  
 
Then, he became President of the United States and 
led this country through one of its most troubled 
times. “It all started,” said Lincoln, “when I found 
those old books.” 
 
Let me tell you today that following the Bible is worth 
the price. The Kingdom of God cannot come until our 
kingdom goes. Somewhere down in the depths of our 
hearts we will make a decision. “Will I go out to build 
my own kingdom or will I go out to embrace the 
Kingdom of God?” What do you need to give up, let go 
of, turn loose, surrender, in order to experience the 
fullness of God in your soul? 

 

The will of God can be 
known; it’s not as hidden 
as we much as we think 
that it is. Mark Twain said, 
“It’s not the parts of the 
Bible that I don’t 

understand which bother me, it’s the parts I do 
understand.” To most, it’s not what God’s will is, but 
rather that the idea of total commitment to God is 
scary. 
 
Let’s examine what it is. It is the will of God for there to 
be peace on earth. Long before the time of Jesus, 
Isaiah prophesied of a day when nations would turn 

their military weapons into farming tools and people 
would train for war no more. 
 
It is the will of God that children be cared for; Jesus 
said, “Let the children come to me and do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the Kingdom of God.” It is 

the will of God that no one perish, no, not one (John 
3:16). It is the will of God that the lost be found. It is the 
will of God that the least be helped. 
 
It is the will of God that we love one another. It is the 
will of God that we forgive one another as God in Christ 
has forgiven us. It is the will of God that we serve one 
another as Christ served us. It is the will of God that we 
are good stewards of all creation 
 
I know of a poster that says, “The will of God will never 
lead you where the grace of God will not keep you.” 
You can build your life on that principle. I believe it with 
all my heart. 
 
God will guide our lives much better than we ever 
could. How about kneeling at an altar, saying, “I’ll go 
where you want me to go dear Lord, over mountain, or 
plain or sea. I’ll say what you want me to say. Dear 
Lord, I’ll be what you want me to be.” 
 
Through the years, I have found one thing true—God 
will not always place you where you want to be, but He 
will always send you where you need to be. Blessed 
are those who are willing to follow Him all the way. 
 
Have you ever thought about what God could do if 
today you were to say, “Here I am Lord, fully, totally, 
completely, unreservedly, and immediately available to 
do whatever you ask.” The will of God can be followed. 
Are you willing to go with him all the way? 

Resource: Writings of J. Howard Olds 

 

Direct Me O Lord 

 

Direct me, O Lord, 

To where you want me to be 

Give light to my steps 

And a lamp to my feet 

 

Give me your wisdom 

So I'll know which road to take 

And know the twists and turns 

And when I need to wait 

 

All these things, O Lord, 

Are important in our walk, 

http://www.johnortberg.com/books/when-the-game-is-over-it-all-goes-back-in-the-box-2/
http://www.johnortberg.com/books/when-the-game-is-over-it-all-goes-back-in-the-box-2/
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So we won't go the wrong way, 

Forgetting what you've taught 

 

Let us know your will, 

The plans you have for us, 

So we may fulfil our destiny 

And be walking in your love 

 

So that others may also 

Come to know your ways 

And follow after you, O Lord, 

And walk within your grace. 
© By M.S.Lowndes 

 

Activities and Events 

 
Work In Progress 

 
This last month, the 
Gospel singing group, 
Work in Progress, was 
the special music during 
the service. This group 
was received with a 
standing ovation for their 
four part harmony vocal 
blend. 
 
John Sipe, Bob Medford, 
Steve Wilson and 
Scarlett Monday came 
from the local county 
fairgrounds the night 
before.   They consider 
that they have a story to 

tell and a joy to share with their listeners.  
 

Drive Your Tractor to Church Day 
 

This Second Annual 
event will take place 
September 14th after the 
church service in the 
church parking lot with a 
meal afterwards. Bring 
your tractor to the line-up 
to be blessed and to 
thank God for the harvest!  
                                                      Blessing of the Tractors     

 

Reminder 
 

Both the Women’s Association and the Senior 
Luncheon will not meet until September. 

Gymanfa Ganu 2014 
 

The annual Gymanfa Ganu (pronounced Ga-mahn-fa-
Ga'-nee) falls in this month this year, being held on 
Sunday, August 31 of Labor Day weekend. We are very 
fortunate to have this unique and inspiring event as an 
important part of our heritage.  
 
The director this year will be 
Mr. Trefor Williams who is a 
native of Wales. He was born 
into a musical family in Trefor, 
Gwynedd, of northern Wales. 
In 1998 Mr. Williams started 
on an around the world tour, 
but was abruptly halted at his 
first stop in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin by a Welsh-
American woman named 
Barbara who is now his wife.  
 
Putting down his roots in Milwaukee, he decided to turn 
his amateur musical career into a full time professional 
one. He has been involved in performing and directing 
with a variety of organizations in Milwaukee. He has many 
stories of Wales and how the wonderful old hymns were 
written. 
   
Our soloist will be Mr. Joe Consiglio. He studied voice at 
Washington University, earning a graduate degree in 
vocal performance. After moving to New York City, he 
studied with acclaimed voice teacher Cornelius Reid. He 
has appeared in roles with the Union Avenue Opera, the 
Midland Reparatory Opera and the University of Houston 
Opera. He is the son-in-law of David and Ann Rees. 

 
Schedule – Sunday, August 31 

 
4:00 – 6:00 pm  Light supper  
7:00 pm  Festival of Song begins 
 
 

 
Thank You  

 
Loretta Williams would like to thank all those who have 

collected used stamps and placed them in the vestibule. The 

stamps are sent away and processed, and the proceeds are 

given to Bible Schools in Central America. If you would 

like to become a part of this unique ministry, cut out used 

stamps leaving a quarter inch margin around all sides. 
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Ice Cream Social 
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Church Business 

 
Secretary Hours 

 
Tamara Mullenhour, the new church secretary, will 
typically be holding office hours at the church on Tuesday 
and Friday mornings and early afternoons. Feel free to 
call, email, or leave a message with any questions or 
information you would like to share. 
 

Trustee Notes for July  
 

Where we have been: The mobile air conditioner is 
installed in the kitchen and is a multipurpose unit with a 
dehumidifier, heat, and cooling. The donors purchased 
the unit in its entirety. The soffit on the front porch has 
been refastened and the roof was found to be without 
leaks. The benches donated by the Jones family were 
installed and secured. 
 
Where we are at: The carpets will be cleaned before the 
Gymanfu. There are floor tiles in the furnace room that 
are popping up from apparent moisture in the floor with 
the old chimney being a possible source of the moisture. 
 
Where we are going: The parking lot needs to be 
resealed/top coated before winter to ensure that we can 
maintain the present base. The bids will also include the 
North side to coat and restripe the small lot. The driveway 
and front apron to the manse garage needs to be leveled 
and a drain installed to keep rain from flowing back into 
the garage from the approach. 
 
The manse perimeter tile will be updated due to the old 
tile not being able to keep the water out of the basement. 
 

Call for Increased General Fund Donations 
 

The church General Fund balance has been decreasing 
for the last couple of years and is seriously low.  This is 
not due to increased spending, as the 2014 budget is 
about the same as the 2013 budget.  The cause is 
decreased income.  For the current year income is down 
$15,000.  The Trustees feel that we should maintain a 
minimum bank balance of about $20,000.  Currently our 
General Fund balance is approximately $17,000, and 
based on current income projections is expected to 
gradually decrease.  The Session urges members and 
friends to consider ways in which they can help increase 
Salem Church's General Fund. 
 

Session 

The Ice Cream Social was a real success this year. We 
thank all who participated or contributed food to the event. 
The Gamanfa Ganu is prepared for Sunday, August 31st. 
The previous month, a color printer with ink cartridges 
were donated, and this month a new HP computer was 

donated to the office to replace the low ram XP computer 
which is no longer serviceable.  
 
Our website: www.salemchurch.cc has been updated with 
a better hosting company at the same price. Our new 
email addresses are: 
 

Secretary@salemchurch.cc 
PastorTomEmery@salemchurch.cc 

 
Please send us your email addresses so that we may 
better communicate with you. Finally, the website has a 
new link, “News Flash,” that will have church urgent 
information such as emergency prayer needs, obituary 
funeral information and immediate church news. 
 

Church Family  

 
August Birthdays 

 
 
Lee Lare    8/2 
Philip Eutsler    8/4 
Don Owens    8/4 
Brooke Coil    8/6 
Denise Pugh    8/9 
David Hobbs    8/11 
Becky Zirkle    8/13 
Henry Wiss    8/15 
Austin Kimmet    8/20 
Jan Jones    8/22 
Barb Owens    8/27 
Kelly Lloyd    8/30 

 
August Anniversaries 

  
            David & Carla Breese   8/12/78 
            Kory & Tamara Mullenhour  8/17/13 
            George & Elaine Siler        8/19/61 
            Tom & Carol Emery   8/27/94 
 
 

 
Favorite Memories 

 

When the youth group and our mothers went roller 

skating at Camp Clay!  

–Brooke Coil 

 

The year I dressed up as Elizabeth of Wales and spoke 

at the St. David’s Banquet. I was asked, who my 

parents were?!  
–Kim Coil 

  

http://www.salemchurch.cc/
mailto:Secretary@salemchurch.cc
mailto:PastorTomEmery@salemchurch.cc
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Violet Ashton 
c/o Roselawn Manor 
420 E. 4th Street Apt. 109 
Spencerville, OH 45887 
 
Audrey Burnett 
PO Box 671 
Venedocia, OH 45894 
 
Evelyn Hoverman 
Hearth & Home 
1118 Westwood Drive 
Van Wert, OH 45891 
 
Lee Lare 
P.O. Box 654 
Venedocia, OH 45894 
 
Betty Lloyd 
Van Wert Manor 
160 Fox Rd. 
Van Wert, OH 45891 
 
Gordon Morgan 
Vancrest of Convoy 
510 Tully Drive 
Convoy, OH  45832 
 
Marian Morris 
Hearth & Home 
1118 Westwood Drive 
Van Wert, OH 45891 
 
Ruth E. Morris 
Vancrest Healthcare 
10357 Van Wert—Decatur Rd. 
Van Wert, OH 45891 
 
Evelyn Pugh 
Vancrest Healthcare, Room 100 
10357 Van Wert—Decatur Rd. 
Van Wert, OH 45891 
 
Warren Summersett 
Vancrest Healthcare  
10357 Van Wert—Decatur Rd. 
Van Wert, OH  45891 
 
Becky Zirkle 
Vancrest Health Care, Room A8 
10357 Van Wert—Decatur Rd. 
Van Wert, OH 45891

                          Serving our Country 
 

Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard) 
311 Oak Street #109 
Oakland, CA 94607 
 
2nd Lt Pete McCollow (USMC, OCS) 
116 HAC Street 
Jacksonville, NC 28540 
 

Away at College 
Cassy Emery Box 564 
c/o Cincinnati Christian University  
2700 Glenway Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45204 
 
Sammi Jones 
 

Those with Health Concerns 
 

Gretchen Baut (friend of Silers—cancer, kidney problems) 
Jim Beougher (advanc’d cancer—Tony Lawrence’s uncle) 
Audrey Burnett 
Brendan Daily (friend of Morgan Pugh) 
Bob Drewyore (son of Bette Richards) 
Natalie Ellerbrock (Stacia Profit’s niece) 
Cassy Emery (juvenile rheumatoid arthritis) 
Jeannie Etzler (daughter of Warren Summersett) 
Vernon Hobbs, Sr. 
Linda Howell (Jeff Coil’s sister – congestive heart failure) 
Margaret Keltner (in hospice—mother of Jan Jones) 
Amanda Lamb (granddaughter of Dave & Jean Owens)  
Betty Lloyd 
James Marshall (mysterious ailment)  
Tim Morris (son of Hilda Morris) 
Ione Owens 
Evelyn Pugh   
Aimee Schulte (friend of Sarah Kimmet)  
Jennifer Pugh (diagnosed with MS) 
Warren Summersett (broken hip and leg) 
Bree Gosshanbler (friend of Elizabeth Hobbs – paralyzed) 
Ralph Du Cheney (father of Stacia Profit – serious 
medical testing) 
 

In Mourning 
 

The family of Cliff Ball 
The family of Mildred Giesler 
The family of Audrey McCollow 
The family of Mary Newland 

 
 

The family of Audrey McCollow would like to 

thank everyone for your prayers, thoughts, and 

cards during the loss of our mother and friend, 

Audrey.  May God bless all of us,  

-The McCollow Family 
 

Please remember our elderly members, soldiers and college students with cards & visits  



 7 

 
 

 

Servants for August 
Week  
of 

Greeters* Ushers Acolyte Nursery** 

August 3 Kim Coil John Lloyd family Catie Emery Christina & Carol Emery 

August 10 Kim Coil John Lloyd family Catie Emery Bill & Ruth Evans 

August 17 Kim Coil John Lloyd family Catie Emery Eric & Jenny Pugh 

August 24 Kim Coil John Lloyd family Catie Emery Rex & Lisa Lloyd 

August 31 Kim Coil John Lloyd family Catie Emery Tuzz & Liz Hobbs 

 
*Besides greeting with a smile, greeters should be at the outside landing to watch the steps and parking lot as well as assist 
with the elevator to help those in need. 
** Nursery workers do not need to supply snacks during the summer. 

August Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 2 

3  
 

9:30  Worship  
         Richards Family 
10:45  Sunday School  
3:00  Celebrate Rec. 
 

4 
 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 
 
9:30  Worship   
10:45 Sunday School  
3:00 Celebrate Rec. 
6:30   Youth Group 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17    
 

9:30 Worship    
10:45 Sunday School  
3:00  Celebrate Rec. 
6:30 Trustee Mtg. 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
 

9:30  Worship   
10:45 Sunday School  
3:00  Celebrate Rec. 
6:30  Youth Group 

25 26 27 

 
28 29 30 

31 
 
9:30  Worship   
10:45 Sunday School 
4:00-6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Gymanfa Ganu 
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Salem Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 678 
Venedocia, Oh. 45894-0678 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music for August 
 
Church Phone:  419-667-4142 
Church Web Page: www.SalemChurch.cc 
Church E-Mail: Secretary@SalemChurch.cc 

 

 
Rev. Thomas Emery cell: 419-863-9131 
Email: PastorTomEmery@SalemChurch.cc 
  
 

Sunday, August 3, 2014  
Special Music:  Micah & Susan Beckwith 

 
 

Sunday, August 10, 2014  
Special Music:  Hymn Sing 

 
Sunday, August 17, 2014  
Special Music:  Skyler Miller 

 
Sunday, August 24, 2014 
Special Music: Sheila Collins 

 
Sunday, August 31, 2014 
Special Music: Double Quartet

 

 

Gymanfa Ganu August 31st 

http://www.salemchurch.cc/
mailto:Secretary@SalemChurch.cc
mailto:PastorTomEmery@Live.com

